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FIRE AT KAJABBI.

Hotel and Store Razed.

About 12.30 a.m. Thursday the
residents of Kajabbiwere startled

from theirbeds by the cry of fire

and it was seen that the Kalkadoon

Hotel, ownedand managed.by Mr.
Nev. Sturzaker was on fire.

Everyone hurried to the scene but
the fire had too good a hold and
all efforts to extinguishthe flames

were in vain and the hoteland

storewhichwere both underthe
one roof were totally destroyed.

Mr. Nev.
Sturzaker,

who has been
confinedto his bed

practically

for
the last two yearswas sleeping in
a cottage next door,whichescaped

the flames.His
mother-in-law,

Mrs.

Katoofaand his eldest daughter

were sleepingon the hotelpremises

and narrowlyescapedwith their
lives, losing most of theirpersonal

effectsin the fire.The policestat-

ion whichis adjacent to the hotel
escaped any damage and the light
ing house,wash-houseand lavator-

ies were not destroyed.

The KalkadoonHotel was origin-

ally situatednear the Kalkadoon

Mine betweenMt. Cuthbertand
Dobbyn.It was then shiftedto Oona
wherethe railway line junctions to
Mt. Cuthbertand Dobbynand on

the decline of the mining industry

in that district, Mr. Sturzaker se-

curedthe licenseand builtthe ho-

tel at Kajabbi.Kajabbi,especially

in the cattleseasonis a busy centre

last year about60,000 cattle were
trucked thereand the only hotel
did a good trade.We have been un-
able to learnif therewas any in-
suranceon the hoteland store.


